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Dr. Louis T. Talbot: 
And good morning my radio friends and friends of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 
This is Louis T. Talbot coming into your home with thanksgiving, and I thank you for the 
privilege of meeting with you every morning in this way, by way of radio. I want to take up 
some questions that have come to my desk from time to time. You know the answering of 
questions is a very profitable way of studying the Word of God. Now let me make one or two 
suggestions: I want to urge all of you folks to continue to remember the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles day by day in your prayers, and that you will be a regular in your giving. You know that 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles is interested in two types of missionary endeavor. First, in the 
training of the missionaries of tomorrow, and second in our own actual missionary work in a 
Hong Kong, where Dr. and Mrs. Charles Roberts are in charge, and where there is a school for 
Chinese boys and one for Chinese girls, and then we have our hospital there; a clinic for the 
physically disabled to whom there is an opportunity given to present Christ to every patient that 
comes into the clinic and the hospital. And then we have 2 churches over; I have had the 
privilege, personally, of visiting all of these places and I do not know of any mission field that is 
giving a brighter testimony for the Lord, Jesus Christ, than is the work of biota right up against 
the bamboo curtain. And Dr. and Mrs. Roberts have been laboring in the Asiatic part of the 
world for some 35 years. And so when you have a part in the Ministry of the Bible and of Los 
Angeles you are not only making possible a training of some 700 young men and young women 
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who are going to be the missionaries of tomorrow, but you also have a part in the Ministry of the 
Bible Institute, right at the bamboo curtain. I told you that I was over there and in Hong Kong 
just about 18 months ago, and what I saw just simply thrilled my heart and challenged my soul.  
And now my dear friends, to the questions, and I'm going to answer as many of these as 
possible. One of our listeners writes and says "Please explain Acts chapter 2 verse 23 concerning 
Judas. The passage says "being delivered by the determinant counsel and foreknowledge of God. 
How do you reconcile man's freedom of choice, with God's knowledge and foreordination?" It 
seems to me, just by reading this verse casually, that Judas was foreordained to do what he did, 
and that he had no choice in the matter whatsoever." Well my friends, my understanding of this 
verse is just this: that the statement in Acts 2 verse 23, about Judas and all those others who were 
connected with the death of the Lord, Jesus Christ, just means that the actions of Judas, and the 
rest who were involved in the crucifixion of Christ, were taken into God's plan, and made a part 
of it. Do you see that God, being omniscient and knowing all the things, He knew what Judas 
was going to do. He did not foreordain that Judas would do it. He knew what Judas was going to 
do; He knew what Pilot was going to do, and therefore He made it a part of His plan. It does not 
mean, my friends, that Judas and those others who were connected with the crucifixion of Christ, 
were not perfectly free in their choice. But God, knowing all things, He knew what they would 
do. And so this included Judas, and Pilot, and Herod, and all the rest who are directly responsible 
from a human standpoint for the death of the Lord Jesus. 
I want to say that foreknowledge no more determines a man's action than after-
knowledge. And my friends, if you would read Acts Chapter 1 verse 25, you have another 
reference there in regard to Judas. And it reads on this way, it was in connection with a choice of 
Matthias to take the place of Judas, and they were going to cast lots for the choice. There were 2 
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men that were presented, and they were going to cast lots. That may seem strange to some folks 
that they should cast lots, but you have to remember that they did not have all of the word of 
God, such as we have today. All that they had was the Old Testament. None of the New 
Testament had been written up to that time. And you know that God in the Old Testament days 
had various ways of revealing His will. And so in chapter 1 verse 25, we read that they were 
about to cast lots in order to know which of the 2 were to take the place of Judas. And we read 
here, and they prayed, and said "Thou Lord, which knoweth the hearts of all men, show whither 
of these two that Thou hast chosen; that he may take the place of Judas who by transgression 
fell." Now my friends, I wanted a note that last statement. It says that "by transgression Judas 
fell." It does not say by foreordination he fell. It is not by election he fell. It is not by 
predestination that it fell. It was by transgression that is his own transgression that he fell. Now, 
God foreknew what Judas was going to do, just as God foreknows what you are going to do. But 
my dear friends, that does not change your responsibility whatsoever. And let me say again, that 
foreknowledge has no more to do with what takes place, than after knowledge has anything to do 
with what has taken place. 
All right. Now here is somebody who writes "What does John chapter 20 verse 23 
mean?" Now here is that verse: "whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whosoever sins ye retain they are retained." And then the questioner says, "A man told me that 
this passage refers to the apostles and their descendants as having power to remit and forgives 
sins and to retain sins. Does this verse, spoken by the Lord Jesus, teach any such thing?" My 
friends, the meaning of the verse is very, very clear. If you note the exact connection it has to do 
with what follows. You will remember that when the Lord, Jesus Christ, uttered these words as 
recorded in John 20 verse 20, He was speaking the disciples and He said "whatsoever sins ye 
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remit, they are remitted unto them, and whosoever sins you retain, they are retained." The 
circumstances unto which those words were spoken were these: that Christ was now risen from 
the dead, and He was about to give the Great Commission to the disciples to go and preach the 
gospel to every creature. And then He was to ascend and take His place at the right hand of God. 
But the responsibility of preaching the gospel was placed in the hands of those believers, and to 
every believer since that time.  
And my friends, it is in connection with that great commission that the Lord uttered the 
words "whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted; and whosoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained." Now the text does not mean what a lot of folks have read into it. The Lord, my friends, 
was giving to His disciples the message to preach the gospel to every creature, and He was also 
giving them the right to declare sins forgiven and those who accepted the message; for the 
message of the Gospel is he that believeth is saved and here that believeth not shall be damned. 
And Jesus told them that as they preach the gospel that they were to remit and to retain sins. Now 
you do the same thing when you sit by the side of a person and preach the gospel of Jesus to him. 
And if that man accepts the Lord, Jesus Christ, you say well all of your sins are forgiven. Well, 
what right have you got to say that? You have the right as given by the Lord Jesus whatsoever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted. And that is it's to declare sins forgiven. But if you should preach 
the gospel to somebody and he rejects the message that you give, then of course you would tell 
him that he was then the gall of iniquity, and he is just on the way to hell.  
Now my friends, whether you remit, or whether you declare sins forgiven, or declare sins 
not forgiven, depends on what the man does with your message. And want the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, said to the disciples He does to you, and He does to me. He says the same thing to all 
Sunday school teachers: you declares sins forgiven or sins retained according to what men do 
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with the gospel. You, for instance, have an illustration of that in the 10th chapter of Acts. You'll 
remember that Peter is in a household of Cornelius, and he is preaching the gospel to Cornelius 
and all of his household. And after Peter tells them about the death of the Lord, Jesus Christ, then 
he is that as this, "He is sent him give all the prophets witness, that whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins." Now that's what Peter said: "to him give all the prophets witness 
that whosoever believeth in him shall receive a remission of sins." Now Cornelius accepted the 
gospel that day, and he was baptized that very hour. But my dear friends, suppose that Cornelius 
had said "well I am a good man, and I've done the best that I can, and I do not see the need of the 
Lord, Jesus Christ." Then Peter would have declared that he is sins were retained. You know that 
a lot of folks have made something very, very mystical out of all this, and they have given to a 
certain class of people the right and they are the only right to declare sins forgiven. My friends, 
that is to remit sins, but it doesn't mean that at all. Every child of God can declare sins forgiven 
to a man who accepts the gospel.  
Now here is another question of a different order altogether. Somebody asked "Do you 
believe the Jewish temple will literally be rebuilt where the mosque of Omar now stands?" Well 
my dear friends, I believe; I believe that the prophetic scriptures, in fact the prophetic scriptures 
plainly teach, the Jewish temple will stand on the site where the Mosque of Omar now is. There 
have already been 3 temples: Solomon's Temple, and then Zerubbabel's temple, and then they 
Herod--the temple that was standing in the days of the Lord, Jesus Christ, which is was known as 
Herod's Temple. Then there is to be a temple during the tribulation period, in which the 
Antichrist will set up the abomination of desolation, which is to be in his own image and which 
is to be the object of worship. Now whether present building on the temple site, which is the 
mosque of Omar, will be converted into a Jewish temple for the period of the reign of the 
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antichrist, or whether the mosque of Omar will be destroyed, and the Temple built on that site, I 
do not know. I know that the Jews in that section of Palestine that is known today as Israel are 
burning with a desire to erect a building. But they haven't been able to erect a temple building, 
because the only place in the world of God where they can erect the building is on Mount Zion, 
and the mosque of Omar occupies that site at present. But my dear friends, one of these days that 
site is going to change hands.  
Now we know that there is to be a temple on Mount Zion during the reign of the 
Antichrist, because 2 Thessalonians Chapter 2 declares that the Antichrist is going to put up his 
image in that very place. But the Jewish worship is going to be restored on that spot; Arab and 
Jew, both descendants of Abraham, have contended through the years for Abraham's land, but 
God will give it to the children of Isaac, even as He promised in His word. Now my friends, 
there is going to be a fifth temple, and then Temple will be the millennial temple, so marvelously 
described in Ezekiel chapters 14 to 44. And one of the great architects in London said that if 
there was ever a temple erected as described in Ezekiel chapter 44, it would be one of dazzling 
splendor, and it will be the most gorgeous just building that the world has ever seen.  
You know the things are certainly running very, very fast these days, and it seems as 
though everything is being set up for the end times. And one of the most marvelous things that 
has taken place, in your day and mine, has been the creation of Israel as a nation. You know that 
about 30 years ago, that you never would have dreamed that anything like that could have taken 
place, because the Arabs have always been hostile to the Jews. But you know that at the close of 
World War number One, the nation of Israel came into existence, and God has His own way of 
bringing to pass His plans. And when it is time, God will see to it that the site of Mt. Zion, where 
the Mosque of Omar now stands, one of the most important mosques to the Mohammedan world, 
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is going to change places, change hands rather, and the nation of Israel will come into possession 
of it. 
Now here is another question: "is Jesus Christ equal to God the Father according to both 
natures?" Well I guess that the questioner has in mind the human nature and the divine nature; 
whether Jesus Christ is He is equal to God the Father in both natures. My friends, I think 
scripture clearly answers the question that this listener asks. As far as His deity is concerned, our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, is co-equal with the Father and with our Holy Spirit. He said "I and my Father 
are one," and we read that all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father and the 
Jews sought to crucify the Lord, Jesus Christ, because He made Himself equal with God. But my 
friends, in becoming man, He graciously took a voluntary place of subordination; and so as man 
on the earth He said "My father is greater than I." Do you see that when Jesus as "I and my father 
are one," He was speaking of Himself as the second person of the Trinity. But when He said "my 
Father is greater than I," He was referring to His humanity, which He took in in wonderful 
humiliation, a place of subordination to the Father.  
All right. Now here is another question that has to do with Christ's person and it is this: 
"is our Lord just as truly man today as He was when He was here on the earth?" Yes, my dear 
friends, He is. Our Lord is just as truly a man today as He was when He walked this earth 1900 
years ago. You know that the plain declaration of scripture, as founding in 1 Timothy chapter 2 
and verse 5 is this: There is one God, and one mediator between God and man; the man in Christ, 
Jesus. That there is one mediator between God and man, the man, Christ, Jesus. And you know 
in becoming man the lord Jesus did not assume a temporary condition. He united deity with 
humanity never to be separated again. His resurrection body of course, it is not sustained by 
blood. His a resurrection body is one of flesh and bone. It is incorruptible, but it is just truly flesh 
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and bone as His body was upon this earth, only He had a bloodstream while He was upon this 
earth, and He took a bloodstream because the life is in the blood, and He poured out that blood 
on Calvary's cross as payment for sin. That is to meet the sin question. And then He rose from 
the dead in the real literal body, and He is a man of God's right hand. You know that there is a 
system of teaching; one of the cults, a terrible cult that is growing like an African famine these 
days, and it teaches that Christ came into the world in a human body. And then when He went to 
the class His body was annihilated, and now He is a spirit again. But that is not according to 1 
Timothy Chapter 2 verse 5 where Paul says that one mediator between God and man, at the right 
hand of God, is the man Christ, Jesus.  
Here is another question. The wonderful thing about these questions, my dear friends, is 
that they take you from one thought to another. And here is something that maybe is in the mind, 
has been in the minds of many of you people, and especially a women. And this person writes, a 
mother asks, she says "I gave birth to a stillborn child. The child never lived, the child never 
breathed, and my question is does that child have a soul?" Why certainly, my friends, the child 
certainly lived in the womb of the mother. Even though it was born, it was stillborn. But in the 
womb of the mother, the child lived. And consequently, has a soul. I believe that the unborn 
child was given a soul at the time of conception. And you know that we may learn a very solemn 
lesson from this. You know it shows that the sin of abortion, is murder in the sight of God. But 
you know that this has a very, very comforting lesson too. In this: I want to say to the mother 
who asked this question, that you're going to meet that child again; that little child is now in 
heaven. Although, as far as this world is concerned, as you have put it, that the child never 
breathed.  
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Now I think I've got time for one other question and it is this. That questioner says 
"Matthew 5 verse 42 tells us that we are to give to Him that asketh. Does this verse teach that a 
Christian should give to everyone who asks him for money, if he has it in his pocket?" Well my 
friends, that the answer to that question is just this. You know that Matthew chapter 5 verse 42 
undoubtedly teaches that the disciples of Jesus Christ should give to everyone that ask of him; 
but it does not teach that you should necessarily give money. Do you remember that when Peter 
and John would appealed to, as recorded in Acts chapter 3, when they went up to the temple, 
they found a lame man at the gate Beautiful, and they looked upon him and the lame man 
appealed, expecting money. But my dear friends, they did not give him money, as he was 
expecting. They gave him something infinitely better: and you know that the Apostle Paul 
distinctly says in 2 Thessalonians Chapter 3 and verse 10 "if any a man will not work, neither let 
him eat." Now this does not mean that if a man is a tramp that you are to give money to him, or 
give money to everybody that comes and asks you for money. But it does mean that we should 
use discrimination in what we are giving him. You know that immediately after that verse in the 
5th chapter of Matthew that the Lord Jesus Christ tells us to be like our Heavenly Father, who 
maketh His sun to rise and set on the evil, and on the good, and on the just, and on the unjust. 
And our giving should be patterned after our Father's giving. He give to everyone that asks, but 
He does not always give just what they ask for. Now, that has been your experience and mine; 
our God is the God of the open hand. And oftentimes, we come to God and we are for certain 
things and the very thing that we ask Him for, we don't get, but we get things that are infinitely 
of more value than what we had laid upon our heart.  
Well I see our time has gone. Thank you for listening. And please tune in tomorrow for 
another question and answer hour. 
